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What to Bring!

Equipment Suggestions

Cow Creek Ranch is not an outfitter and will not be providing fly fishing gear for its guests. All guests should come fully equipped. The ranch will, however, have a few rods on hand for guests to rent for lessons and such. Belly floats for fly fishing the bigger lakes can be rented out at an additional charge to the guests. Guests will be able to purchase items such as flies, tippet, line, leader and a wide variety of fly fishing accessories at the ranch store. 

*Waders are recommended but not a must, as guests will be fishing small waters. All waders must be washed prior to entering the waters at Cow Creek Ranch.

Rod Specifications: Be prepared for small stream fishing and lake fishing. An 8 to 9 foot rod should be sufficient. We recommend 4 or 5 weight rods using floatable line. If you own a 7 1/2 foot rod of a lighter weight, it would prove to be very helpful in some of the tighter areas of the stream. 

Recommended Fly Patterns: The following is a brief list of suggested fly patterns:

Elk hair caddis, Adams, Hoppers, Ants (foam body), Beetles, Stonefly patterns, Midges (black, dunn, or olive), Wooly buggers (black brown or olive), Beadhead bunny leeches (black, black/olive, or brown/olive), Prince nymphs (beadhead),  Brassies and Copper Johns (red).

*All of these patterns and many more will be available in the ranch store at competitive prices.

*All fishing at Cow Creek Ranch is Catch-and-Release and all guests are required to bend the barb down on their hooks. Fishing licenses may be purchased online prior to arrival at www.greatlodge.com, or in the town of Pecos at Adelos Town and Country Store. Unfortunately, we do not sell fishing licenses in the ranch store.

Weather Conditions to Expect

Cow Creek Ranch is located in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains at an elevation of 8,600 ft. Weather conditions can change quickly and drastically with very little warning. Mornings and evenings can be chilly with temperatures averaging 40 to 50 degrees. Afternoons are warmer and range anywhere from 65 to 85 degrees. 

Layering is the best way to dress when living in a climate with such a broad range of temperatures. If you have it, rain gear would be a great thing to pack.

Other Packing Suggestions

Remember to bring sun block and a hat as the sun at this elevation can be very strong. A light rain jacket would also be recommended.

Don’t forget the ranch is BYOB! For you convenience, we have an arrangement with The Liquor Barn in Santa Fe. They will be happy to take your order and payment over the phone so as to have it ready and waiting for you to pick it up. Just call or e-mail at (505) 471-3960 or liquorbarm@qwestoffice.net and ask for Tom Vento (wine selections) or Hector Veleta (beer and liquor selections) and mention that you are a guest of Cow Creek Ranch. The store is located at 2885 Cerrillos Road.


